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 ❖  please rise in body or in spirit;  unison words are  in bold. 

 GATHERING MUSIC 

 RINGING OF THE STEEPLE BELL 

 WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 INTROIT 
 The Light Enters 

 CALL TO WORSHIP  (adapted from Psalm 23) 
 The Lord is my shepherd. 
 There is nothing I lack. 
 God guides me in proper paths 
 for the sake of God’s good name. 
 God bathes my head in oil; 
 my cup is so full it spills over! 
 Yes, God’s goodness and faithful love 
 will pursue me all the days of my life. 

 ❖  HYMN  no.  393  O Day of Rest and Gladness 

 CALL TO CONFESSION  (adapted from Eph. 5:8–10) 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 Gracious God, we are people who at times actually prefer the darkness to the 
 light. We keep our misdeeds secret, while flaunting our occasional acts of virtue. 
 We see ourselves as blameless, and judge others. We do not stand firmly enough 
 with those who are vulnerable, but step back, protecting ourselves. Forgive us, 
 we pray. 

 Bring us into your light that we may see ourselves rightly. 
 Bring us into your light that we may know ourselves loved. 
 Bring us into your light that we may live more fruitful lives. 

 Keep raising us, we pray, from our joyless hostility and sin, Lord, and shine your 
 grace into our lives. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

 ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE 
 The psalmist assures us that God’s goodness and mercy will follow us, even 
 pursue us, all the days of our life. As God’s forgiven people, receive this goodness 
 and mercy, and live a new life in Jesus Christ, knowing that Jesus’ word to us is 
 always a graceful and loving “yes.” 

 SUNG REPONSE  Hymn no.  435  There’s a Wideness in  God’s Mercy! 



 SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. The peace of Christ 
 be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
 Please share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another. 

 TIME WITH THE CHILDREN and THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 Children will be escorted to Church School by Heidi or a teacher after the Lord’s Prayer 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 Faithful God, you are the light of the world. Empower us through our worship of 
 you today, including this time of Word and Proclamation, to live as children of 
 the light: joyful, faithful, forgiving, and steadfastly loving. Amen. 

 SCRIPTURE READING  John 9:1-17 
 As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, 
 “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus 
 answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that 
 God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent 
 me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the 
 world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground 
 and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to 
 him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and 
 washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him 
 before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 
 Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” 
 He kept saying, “I am the man.” But they kept asking him, “Then how were your 
 eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my 
 eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and 
 received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a 
 sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees 
 also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put 
 mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This 
 man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How 
 can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. So they 
 said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he 
 opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

 ANTHEM 

 SCRIPTURE READING  John 9:18-34 
 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until 
 they called the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is 
 this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His 



 parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but 
 we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. 
 Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” His parents said this because they 
 were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who 
 confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his 
 parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” So for the second time they called the man 
 who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this 
 man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I 
 do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to 
 you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, 
 and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to 
 become his disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we 
 are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this 
 man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man answered, “Here is an 
 astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my 
 eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who 
 worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard 
 that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, 
 he could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are 
 you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 

 SERMON  Rev. Dr. Johanna McCune Wagner 

 ❖  HYMN  no.  305  Come Sing, O Church, in Joy! 

 CALL TO OFFERING 

 OFFERTORY 

 ❖ DOXOLOGY no. 609 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God, 
 all creatures high and low: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Praise God in Jesus fully known: Creator, Word, and Spirit one! 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 ❖DEDICATION OF SELF AND SUBSTANCE 
 In gratitude, O God, we come to your table, into your presence, into your house 
 – searching for and finding joy! For all that you have done for us, we offer our 
 thanks and praise. May these offerings be a beacon of light and lightness in the 
 world, and may we ever do what is pleasing to you as children of the one who 
 knew how to spin miracles out of clay. In his name we pray. Amen. 

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 

 ❖  HYMN  no.  548  May God Support You All Your Days 

 ❖  CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 



 POSTLUDE 

 Today’s liturgy is adapted from  Feasting on the Word:  Liturgies for Year A, Volume 1 
 and Connections Worship Companion, Year A, Volume 1. 

 We welcome  Patricia Stein  as our Worship Assistant  this morning. 
 Thanks to  Patricia  for this service! 


