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 When the day of Pentecost had come,
they were all together in one place. 

 And suddenly from heaven there came
a sound like the rush of a violent wind,

and it filled the entire house where
they were sitting. 

Acts 2:1-2
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A Note from Pastor Johanna



Pentecost is traditionally considered the birthday of the church. As we read in the Bible, it is
the day the Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples, equipping them to go out into the world
and share the good news of Christ. As we come to the day marked for Pentecost in our
liturgical calendars, should we be looking at the day as a day to mark a new church even now?
As congregations everywhere experience decline, and as our culture steers us further and
further away from the church, what is it now that the church can do? Furthermore, what is it
that God is doing? Isaiah 43:19 says, behold, I am doing a new thing! 

It is the church that is open to doing a new thing that will be able to propel the world forward.
On this Pentecost Sunday, let us open our hearts so that we may see what is the new thing
God is doing. 

Pentecost
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From the 2020 Pentecost Service



On Pentecos t  Sunday ,  we  ce lebra te  the  g i f t  o f  the  Holy  Spir i t
in  our  l ives  wi th  an  of fer ing  tha t  connect s  our  g i f t s  wi th  God ’ s
hope  and  the  fu ture  by  support ing  minis t r ies  wi th  ch i ldren ,
youth  and  young  adul t s .  These  youth  minis t r ies  he lp  them to
grow in  fa i th  and  insp ires  them to  share  the i r  fa i th  and  the i r
unique  g i f t s  wi th  the  church  and  the  wor ld  in  ways  tha t  br ing
hope  to  o thers .

Loca l  Presbyter ian  congregat ions  rece ive  40%  of  the  of fer ing
to  deve lop  and  support  mini s t r ies  o f  ch i ldren  and  youth  in
the ir  own church  and  in  surrounding  communi t ies .  Our
Genera l  Assembly  d i s t r ibutes  the  remaining  60% to  the
church-wide  Young  Adul t  Volunteer  outreach  minis t ry  (YAV) ,
mini s t r ies  wi th  deve loping  youth  ages  12  to18 ,  and  those  ca l led
to  accompany them,  co l lege  outreach  minis t r ies  and  programs
that  advocate  for  ch i ldren  a t  r i sk .

In  the  sp i r i t  o f  support ing  and  advocat ing  for  ch i ldren  and
youth  ages  12  to  18 ,  the  por t ion  of  our  SPC 2022  Pentecos t
Offer ing  to  be  donated  loca l ly  wi l l  be  g iven  to  Af f i rming
Youth  Minis t r ies .  They  are  a  nonprof i t  organiza t ion  dedica ted
to  mini s ter ing  to  LGBTQIA+  Chr i s t i an  youth  and  those  tha t
love  them through educat ion ,  explora t ion ,  and  connect ion  in
the  name of  inc lus ion ,  authent ic i ty ,  and  God ’ s  expans ive  grace
and love  (h t tps : / /a f f i rmingyouthminis t r ies .org ) .  

P lease  jo in  us  in  support ing  youth  of  a l l  ages  in  our
communi ty ,  across  the  Uni ted  S ta tes  and  around the  wor ld
wi th  generous  g i f t s  o f  the  Spir i t  to  he lp  them bui ld  l ives  of
fa i th  to  serve  the  church  as  d i sc ip les  o f  Chr i s t  now and  in to
the  fu ture .

PLEASE NOTE:  I f  you  would  l ike  to  contr ibute  to  the
Pentecos t  o f fer ing ,  you  can  go  to  our  onl ine  g iv ing  page  or
send  a  check  to  Se tauket  Presbyter ian  Church  wi th  Pentecos t
Offer ing  on  the  memo l ine .  Thank  you  for  your  prayers  and
your  support !    

P e n t e c o s t  O f f e r i n g  J u n e  5 ,  2 0 2 2  
Bui ld ing  a  L i fe  of  Fa i th  and  Serv ice

“ I  k n o w  t h e  p l a n s  I  h a v e  f o r  y o u ,  s a y s  t h e  L o r d ,  
t o  g i v e  y o u  a  f u t u r e  w i t h  h o p e . ”  

J e r e m i a h  2 9 : 1 1
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A Note from
Rev. Dr. Johanna McCune Wagner

I remember when I heard about the shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary School. I was
sitting at lunch with some other faculty members – at the time I was working as a Director
of Spiritual Life at Culver Academies in Culver, Indiana. We all just felt so sick. It didn’t
seem believable that someone would do such a thing. We also all felt as if this shooting
could perhaps be a turning point in the American conversation about guns. I mean – these
were six- and seven-year-old children!

In the years that have followed, it’s been hard to understand why we’ve made so little
progress in preventing gun violence of the kind we witnessed at Sandy Hook or just over a
week ago in Buffalo. There are still too many predominantly young men out there, full of
resentment and rage, with access to weapons and seemingly no moral north stars to guide
their behavior or to challenge their racist ideologies.

Sometimes it can seem a pretty hopeless situation.

There are things, however, churches can do to help prevent youth from turning to violence
or finding purpose and meaning in violent ideologies.

Churches can unreservedly love their youth, no matter their race, gender identity, sexual
orientation, accomplishments, “popularity” or any other aspect of their lives that may prove
challenging, even downright demoralizing, in other contexts.

Churches can celebrate when youth show up, recognizing that a lot of what goes on at
church is not necessarily pitched for the developmental stage(s) in which youth find
themselves.

Churches can find ways to pitch at least one service a month to these developmental
stages.

Churches can normalize the experience of mental illness for youth by helping them
recognize when they are experiencing anxiety or depression and know where to go and
what to do when they are having these experiences.

Churches can model for youth fruitful ways of handling conflict, disappointment, and
seasons of disconsolation and hopelessness, so that youth have examples to draw from
when they experience life’s hard things.

Witten with faith, hope and love,

Pastor Johanna

This piece was written prior to the shooting in Uvalde, Texas. 
May the departed rest in peace and may light perpetual shine upon them.
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The Robert Kubecka and Donald Barstow Fund
 

The Robert Kubecka and Donald Barstow Memorial Fund was established by their
families approximately 20 years ago. The families requested that Deacons of SPC
administer the funds and present two scholarship awards yearly in their memory,

during the Ward Melville High School awards ceremony.
 

Donald and Robert worked hard to build a carting business based on honesty and
integrity, but tragically they were killed for exposing illegal criminal activity and

sharing information with law enforcement authorities. Before their deaths, they were
able to secure principle evidence that helped to win racketeering convictions against

crime families.
 

Last year awards were presented to seniors Isabella Viola and Natalie Zullo. This year,
on June 8th, Diane Melidosian and Carol Russell will attend the ceremony and present
two $1,000 scholarship awards to students demonstrating an exceptional commitment

to public service and earth science studies.
 
 
 
 

The Bonnie and Tom Schulz Memorial Fund
 

This fund was created by the Peace & Justice Committee to honor the memory of
Bonnie and Tom and the many issues that were important to them and many others.
They believed in and worked for treating immigrants fairly, helping others to have a

family home, respecting the environment, recognizing farm workers' rights, racial
equity and equality, women's rights, hunger issues on LI, and more.

Help us to honor them and to help those in need by donating to this fund. Please write
a check to SPC with Schulz Memorial Fund in the memo line. Thank you.

 

Memorial Funds
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Memorial Funds
 
 

Wittman Fund
 

This fund was created in 1997 in memory of Elizabeth Wittman to help young people
care for each other and assist children and families seeking resources for counseling
and other special needs. If you know someone that could benefit from this fund and

would like to nominate a recipient, please contact the Deacons.
 

Spiegler Fund 
 

This fund was created in 1999 in memory of Mark Spiegler to be used for
compassionate deeds of ministry for both individuals and the broader community. If

you know someone that could benefit from this fund and would like to nominate a
recipient, please contact the Deacons.

 
Jetter Fund

 
This fund was created in 1997 as a bequest by Albert S. Jetter to be used for financial

assistance for members of our congregation and the broader community. If you know
someone that could benefit from this fund and would like to nominate a recipient,

please contact the Deacons.
 

Bunning Fund
 

This fund was created in 1987 in memory of Bryan Bunning to be used for
compassionate deeds of ministry in the congregation and the broader community for
those in financial need due to medical expenses, loss of income, or unplanned changes
in their family situations. If you know someone that could benefit from this fund and

would like to nominate a recipient, please contact the Deacons.

If you'd like to contribute to any of these funds, you can do so via check or
through the SPC Giving Page on our website.

 
Thank you for your support!
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F r o m  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  S p i r i t u a l  F o r m a t i o n  H e i d i  P a r l e s

Holy moments occur in broad ranges of experiences, thankfully. Experience. It’s interesting
to note that as a noun the word is about, “know-how” and yet as a verb it relates to
“encounter”. It’s worth exploring; when it comes to holy moments, to the sacred, the ways
experience can be a lens. Are we experienced? Do we have “know-how”? Or are we seekers:
Do we anticipate hopefully for that unexpected “rendezvous” with spirituality? 

It’s beautiful to see the journey-ers on their way. To look at groupings of “seekers” as they
discover some answers, and move on with more questions. Toward more mysteries. 

What’s in the basket?? Easter goodies that 
were found hiding all around the church!

Creative children, creative pastor!

Seriously fun engagement with Earth's Day children’s message.

James- you’re going to be a
fabulous deacon!

Congratulations to you!

Celebrating our Continuous Spiritual Journey…….Together
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The confirmands had a
meaningful and yes, fun

retreat up at Holmes and
we came back with some

new ideas as well for
future gatherings!

 
Through nature, God is able

to speak to our hearts. At
the Holmes Confirmation

Retreat with our
Confirmands. Their

thoughtfulness is tall as the
trees!

June 5th - Confirmation Sunday & Pentecost

June 12th - Teacher Appreciation Sunday, Scholarship Recognition, Last Day of Church
School

July 11th - July 15th - Parking Lot Roundtable (SPC's new VBS) for youth and children.
Contact Heidi for details and registration- all must register.

Summer Fun! - Church-wide outdoor gathering - dates to be announced. Think Youth
Group for ALL of us! We’ll choose a couple of evenings to set up some games in the field and
some chairs in the parking lot and just hang out and have some fun and fellowship with each
other!

Are you getting a delivery in a large box? Would you be willing to donate a large box? We are
looking to collect several large boxes (34" x 34" x 34" approximately) for Parking Lot
Roundtable. We will welcome any box contributions between now and then with gratitude!
Thanks!

 
D a t e s  t o  R e m e m b e r !

C o n f i r m a t i o n  R e t r e a t !

We are very much
excited for things and
activities coming up!

Pictured starting from Pastor Ashley’s left
are; Mikaela, Natalie Z., Izzy, Max and

Natalie S. 
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Drainage Front Drainage Fire Lane Drainage Side

B U I L D I N G S  A N D  G R O U N D S
Starting in February 2022, we have concentrated our work on the grounds around the
Sanctuary and entering the church buildings.

The rainwater from the roofs of the Sanctuary and the CE building was directed into an
underground dry well system to protect from basement flooding.

General landscaping has cleaned up areas in the parking lot, the entrance to the
Sanctuary and around the Sanctuary.

Side of SanctuaryNear Walkway Side of Parlor

Front After Construction Parking Lot Island
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Sidewalk improvements were done for the front of the church with general landscaping
before and after construction. 

In the coming months, stay tuned for work being done in the handicap parking area
and the main entrance walkway to the church.

Sanctuary Walk Completion

Sanctuary Walk Construction Sanctuary Walk Construction

Sanctuary Walk Completion Sanctuary Walk Completion



We have noticed more visitors coming to SPC
lately. Perhaps our beautiful picture postcards
have helped. Having people sign the friendship
pads has helped us learn who is visiting. If people
leave their phone numbers or email addresses
we try to reach out and welcome them. 
We encourage everyone reading this to say hello
to people they do not know sitting near them at
church. It takes a lot of effort for people to come
to an unfamiliar church, and it makes it a much
more enjoyable experience if people say hello
and introduce themselves. 

In many of our new member classes people often
mention someone who had reached out to them
having been very influential in whether they
ended up joining the church. So say hello to
visitors and make them feel special!

The Membership Committee has held regular
Nametag Sundays to help people get to know
each other. We will be having another one
coming up soon!

M E M B E R S H I P  C O M M I T T E E
With some new people indicating that they
would like to join our church, we plan to hold
Exploring Membership classes in the early fall. 
Our committee would like to thank Pastor Chuck
Cary for his wonderful work as our Temporary
Pulpit Supply Pastor. We look forward to
welcoming our new pastor Rev. Johanna McCune
Wagner.

Mae Hultin, Jean Hrbek, 
Carol Ullo and Lois Levine
Membership Committee

The Fellowship Committee has been very busy with saying goodbye to wonderful Pastors and their
families and also welcoming new ones. We had a fun filled afternoon with the Calone's on February
13th to honor the incredible past 11 years that we have shared with them as part of our SPC family.

We welcomed Reverend Chuck Cary as our spiritual leader through a short transitional time and had
cake and gifts for him and his wife to thank him for being exactly who we needed to guide us to our
next phase.

We had cake for Reverend Doctor Johanna McCune Wagner on her first official day in the pulpit, May
22nd. All are invited to a welcoming Picnic on the Green on June 12th after service. Refreshments and
games and getting to know our new Pastor and her husband are all on the schedule!

Fellowship also assisted ODE auction committee members with the set up for the annual ODE
auction.

We meet at 7 on the second Wednesday of each month and we are always planning super fun events
so come join our great group!

 
F E L L O W S H I P  C O M M I T T E E
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Founders 
Circle

LIAM
Farewell

Liam Butchart, bass-baritone, has recently finished his medical education at the
Renaissance School of Medicine at Stony Brook University. There, he
graduated from the joint MD/MA program between the medical school and the
Center for Medical Humanities, Compassionate Care, and Bioethics. An active
performer and recitalist, Liam sings regularly with Setauket Presbyterian, the
Stony Brook Opera program, and pursues composition across a variety of
genres. Even though he is originally from Needham, MA, he will be pursuing
residency training in psychiatry in New York City at the Mount Sinai
Morningside/West program. He wishes to express his heartfelt gratitude at
being invited so warmly into the Setauket Presbyterian family, and has been
honored to have been able to share the gift of music with all of the parishioners
over the years. 

Thank you for your service as section leader! 

Founders Circle would like to thank everyone
who donated to the Mother's Day Mission
offering that raised money for the Shalom
Interfaith Project. The Shalom Interfaith
Project was formed in 1995 to assist
community members with serious needs.
Applicants for assistance are screened by social
workers trained to offer support and find
solutions. To date, we have raised over $1800
which will go towards rent assistance for local
community members. 

Our next meeting is planned for June 9 at 11
o'clock as a picnic on the church grounds. 
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P E A C E  A N D  J U S T I C E  C O M M I T T E E

SPC stands in solidarity with our

BIPOC brothers and sisters and joins

in celebration of Juneteenth
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Joy Skjegstad works with nonprofits and
churches throughout the U.S. to help them
achieve strategic focus, develop effective
community ministry, and present
themselves in clear and visionary language.
In addition to Real Connections, she is the
author of Seven Creative Models for
Community Ministry (Judson Press, 2013),
Winning Grants to Strengthen Your
Ministry (Alban Institute 2007), and
Starting A Nonprofit At Your Church
(Alban Institute 2002). She has more than
30 years of experience starting and
growing nonprofit organizations and
church-based community ministry
programs, including serving as the
Executive Director of the Park Avenue
Foundation at Park Avenue United
Methodist Church and as the founder of
the Institute for Ministry Leaders, a
university-based training program that
builds the management capacity of
churches and other ministry organizations.
She is wife to Brad, mom to Ethan and
Julia, and lives in South Minneapolis, a
diverse and resilient place full of strong
women.

We are excited to welcome Joy as she leads
us through this process as we do the
exciting work on ODE’s future. Watch your
email for opportunities to offer feedback!

O P E N  D O O R  E X C H A N G E

As of May 16th 566 pieces of furniture
have left the ODE warehouse to go to
new homes! April was one of our busiest
months ever and we are booked up
through June for furniture pick up
appointments. We are grateful for the
many ways you support ODE’s work!
Your commitment to volunteering,
fundraising, lifting furniture, and more,
is inspiring.

At their April stated meeting the
Setauket Presbyterian Church session
approved us entering into a contract
with Joy Skjegstad to lead us through a
strategic planning process for ODE.
Here is a little more about Joy:

ODE will be closed for
regular operations from

July 18th-August 12th.
ODE will return in

August with our annual
Back to School Supply

drive!
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Earth Care Group
The Earth Care group, a project of the
Peace and Justice Committee, has been
given permission by Session to rehabilitate
the center parking lot circle. We have taken
our mission very seriously with many hours
and planning put into the creation of a focal
point that will be environmentally friendly
and align with our church’s commitment to
being responsible stewards of the earth. 

We asked many questions and went
through a discernment process to align our
project with the principles of being a
Matthew 25 church. As adopted by the
PCUSA, being a Matthew 25 church calls all
of us to actively engage in the world around
us, and become a more relevant presence in
the world. As stewards of God’s creation we
are called to bring glory to God and be a
blessing to God’s people and all they have
created.

We feel that one way of honoring that
commitment, and beautifying the church is
a project to build our own human sundial. A
human sundial or sun clock uses a human
being as the post to cast a shadow onto an
hourly scale marked on the ground. The
person casting the shadow stands on a
central stone and puts their arm up to make
the shadow.

 From sunrise to sunset the shadow of the
sun crosses the face of the sundial and the
mystery of time is placed on display. The
earliest sundials known from the
archaeological record are shadow clocks
(1500 BC or BCE) from ancient Egyptian
astronomy and Babylonian astronomy.

In roughly 700 BC, the Old Testament
describes a sundial—the "dial of Ahaz",
mentioned in Isaiah 38:8 and 2 Kings
20:11: “And Isaiah the prophet cried to the
Lord, and He brought the shadow 10
degrees backward.” How wonderful it is
to be able to put forth the mysteries of
God’s world and feel connected to the
earliest sundial in the times of King Ahaz!

We are well into the planning process and
will begin work on the structure over the
summer and expect to have it completed
by September in time for Kick-off
Sunday. 

In order to offset the cost of the
landscaping that will surround the sundial
we will be selling dedication bricks.
These bricks are a way to honor those
whom we have lost and comfort the
living. We envision this sundial as a way
to connect the congregation to nature and
the environment. 

As sneak preview, there will be bluestone
walkways and cobblestone. Some of the
stone will have been recycled and the
plans are to have as close to zero
maintenance on the space as possible. We
will plant low maintenance perennial
plants that will provide both beauty and
nourishment for God’s smallest creatures. 

As a committee we are very excited to be
bringing this to the congregation and
look forward to sharing it with all of you

Members: Barbara Curtis, Linda Obernauer, Alice Leser, Ann Becherer,
Mike Bicknell, Sheila Towers, Melanie McDermet, and Bonnie Schlagel.

Sundial information from: https://solarschoolhouse.org/sundial/
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A D U L T  E D U C A T I O N

Greetings from Adult Education! While our
Sunday classes come to a close for the season,
we look forward to continued learning and
connecting throughout the late spring and
summer. 

Our monthly series, Saturday Gatherings, is going
strong. One Saturday a month we venture to
somewhere new for a time of learning, as well as
reflecting on ways of deepening our spiritual lives
and practices. On June 4, we’ll be visiting Bethel
Hobbs Farm in Centereach to learn more about
its dynamic history. Then get some hands-on
experience with farm work to support their
mission! In July, we’ll have a walking tour at the
Bayard Cutting Arboretum to enjoy and delight in
the beauty and quiet of the grounds. 

Martha Porter will keep us engaged every
Tuesday morning with Bible Study on Zoom
through the summer, so you can join even if you
are away from home! Small groups continue
through the summer as well; if you are interested
in learning more about those groups or even
being part of a new one, please see Heidi Parles
or any of the members of the Adult Ed
committee. 

This summer will also see the return of Nature
Walks. Once a month, after service on Sunday, all
are welcome to join us on a local stroll. It’s a time
of fellowship, gentle physical exercise, and an
opportunity to connect with the natural beauty
of God's earth. Please keep an eye out for details
in the Friday emails and Sunday bulletins.

We’re always happy to have new members join
the committee, hear ideas for programs, and
welcome program leaders. And, of course, all our
welcome to any of Adult Ed’s offerings!

Saturday Gathering: Lecture and Demonstration with Guitarist
Harris Becker.

Saturday Gathering: A Guided Walk through the Stations of
the Cross at Our Lady of the Island with Reverend Cary

Saturday Gathering: A Guided Walk through the Stations of
the Cross at Our Lady of the Island with Reverend Cary
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... Go in peace

He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God.

Micah 6:8
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From the Office
Administrator:

 
Church Office closed on
Fridays during summer

E-blast submissions due by
Wednesday evening

 
Office also closed June 20th in
observation of Juneteenth and

July 4th for Independence
Day

 
Let Aaron know if your

committee is  not meeting in
July. No Session meeting in

July.
 

Staff Vacations-
Ashley Away: June 8 - June 22,  

Aug 31-Sept 5
Aaron Away: July 8 - July 15
Eva: July 16 - July 23, Aug 5 -

Aug 8
Noby Away: July 29-Aug 7
Heidi Away: July 31- Aug 8
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To view the Steeple News in color, 
visit our website or 

download from the SPC App.
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