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Mission Work

Before You Go



Join us During the Advent and Christmas Season at SPC!
 

Sunday, November 28  First Sunday of Advent Worship at 9:30AM
Sunday, December 5  Second Sunday of Advent with Communion at 9:30AM
Sunday, December 12  Third Sunday of Advent with Special Music at 9:30AM

Sunday, December 19  Fourth Sunday of Advent and Christmas Pageant at 9:30AM
Tuesday, December 21 7:30PM Longest Night Service

 
Friday, December 24                 Christmas Eve Services

           10:30AM           An informal and interactive service in the Martha Jayne Room, 
                                     especially appropriate for children
           2:00-3:00PM   Blessing of the Animals in the church parking lot circle--
                                      come anytime during the hour!
           4:30PM             A Service of Lessons and Carols for all ages in the Sanctuary
           7:30PM             Traditional Candlelight Worship Service 
           11:00PM            Candlelight and Communion Service

 
Sunday, December 26  A brief worship service at 9:30AM 

(no Church School)
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A Note to the Congregation
 

Friends, if you can believe it, we have made it to the
Thanksgiving, Advent, Christmas and New Year season.

Alleluia, amen! It is with gladness we present this
newsletter, anticipating the upcoming festivities and

recounting our joyous and devoted fall.

The Annual Congregational Meeting Date is 
Sunday, January 30th, 2022!



As we enter the season of Advent,
let us turn towards the Lord, for comfort 

and guidance. In waiting, there are
lessons which can be found.

Friends,
This is a miraculous season. Gratitude, longing, joy, expectation, darkness,
light, salvation, hope--all ways that we experience God with us. The world
desperately needs the church's witness to the Christ who was born and
walked among us, pointing the way to God's reign. Come, worship, serve,
love. Come to give thanks, to wonder at the ancient stories, to hear angel
voices, to kneel at the manger, to be a witness, to discover God's relentless

love for us. Come and prepare the way of the Lord. 
Peace and grace,

Kate
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SPC in Action
 

Green Faith LI

Organ Dedication

Visit from New Hour
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Have you ever used the lyrics of a hymn for personal devotion? Did you know the Glory
to God Hymnal contains useful information about each hymn usually found at the
bottom of the page? Information may include: reasons why the piece was written, Bible
verses or Psalms used to inspire the lyrics, contextual reference and composer details.
Check it out! Next time you're singing a hymn try to think about the deeper meaning of
it. Is it sung to glorify God, point us to a lesson, provide comfort and joy, or maybe a
combination of all of those? 

Hymn Focus
 

In this issue of Steeple News we look  at
Hymn No. 88, "O Come, O Come Emmanuel"
whose text is pre-ninth century prose and
music is plainsong.

From the Glory to God Hymnal: "These titles
of the coming Christ appeared in daily
Vesper antiphons sung during the week
before Christmas; their roots date at least to
the reign of Charlemagne. Both text and tune
are the fruit of 19th-century efforts to
reclaim Christian treasures from pre-
Reformation sources."

What's fascinating about this hymn is that
while it is speaking of what happened in
ancient Israel, the same words apply today.
The lyricist is asking for God to come and
save the world. We know that God did indeed
do that. Is it possible that you are also
waiting on God to save you...maybe from a
big thing or something small. We have
confidence that God is working all things in
your favor. And it is also true that we wait
still today for the second coming of Christ.
All this is reflected in a few simple lines! Isn't
that neat?  Try it for yourself with the the
other verses in the song. 
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May you find great peace in your own time of waiting. If you have a hymnal, take some
time to read the lyrics of this or other hymns today. You can also search for this hymn
on YouTube if you'd like to listen to it performed. 

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel

that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.

 
O come, O Wisdom from on high,
who orderest all things mightily;

to us the path of knowledge show;
and teach us in her ways to go.

 
O come, O come, great Lord of might,

who to thy tribes on Sinai's height
in ancient times didst give the law

in cloud and majesty and awe.
 

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

Verses 1, 2 & 3
and Refrain

''O Come Emmanuel''



With thanks & gratitude
we greet the Lord

H A P P Y  T H A N K S G I V I N G  C H U R C H  F A M I L Y

hope, peace, love & joy
S E T A U K E T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  W I S H E S  Y O U  A  M E R R Y  C H R I S T M A S
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D E A C O N S  R E P O R T

“When you do things right, people won’t be sure you’ve done anything at all.”

The SPC ministry of deacon is one of sympathy, witness, and service after the example
of Jesus Christ providing an organized way of bringing the love of Jesus Christ to the
church and the community by assisting the pastor(s) in pastoral care, by working
closely with the session to assist with the logistical needs of worship services, and by
extending ministries of sympathy and caring to the congregation and local community
fulfilling the command of Jesus to “love one another as I have loved you” (John 15:12)

Even a pandemic did not stop SPC’s deacon ministry from carrying out the
aforementioned activities. The Class of 2023 came on board at the very start of the
pandemic, joined by the Class of 2024 a year later often having to come up with creative
means to safely carry out the work they have been charged with. With great pleasure
let’s meet the Deacons who are currently serving the Congregation of SPC. 
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Class of 2022
Lynn Campbell

Elena Grossman
Bruce Llyod

Pat McCumber
Christopher Roth

Class of 2023
Ann Becherer
Lauren Ishida
Alice Nicklas
Ken Rogers

Traci Thompson

Class of 2024
Alfreda James

Erica McFaul-Erwin
Frank Miranda
Mark Robinson
Jennie Sucilsky

Christopher Richardson

“What does love look like? It has the hands to help others. It has the feet to hasten to
the poor and needy. It has eyes to see misery and want. It has the ears to hear the
sighs and sorrows of men. That is what love looks like.”

KO Cares is a charitable organization which offers support to adults and children in the
Coram, New York area striving to meet the needs of individuals and their families in
some of the the most vulnerable and disadvantaged communities. SPC Deacons voted
to and donated $422.37 from Bunning Fund in support of this charitable community
support organization. 

The SPC Deacons also voted to donate $50.00 to Café Justo, a grower owned Coffee
Cooperative based in southern Chiapas Mexico, formed to address the poverty and
migration from Mexico to the U.S.A. marketed in the spirit of justice. Their goal is to
provide incentives for people to remain on their family lands by providing prices that
are fair and just. 



“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.”

The Deacons’ Operation Care is always available to provide short-term assistance with
meals, shopping, transportation, and childcare. If you or someone you know is in need,
speak with any of the deacons assisting in worship. 

“Because that’s how we roll.”

The deacons would like to extend a thank you to the entire congregation for practicing
social distancing and safety protocols with the cooperation and humor that has been
the backbone of this church for over 350 years. 

 
D E A C O N S  R E P O R T  C O N T ' D
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The Membership Committee held its Fall Exploring Membership Classes during the
month of October. Exploring Membership Classes are an opportunity for interested
people to learn more about the Setauket Presbyterian Church with the possibility of
joining.

Participants learn about our historic building, our organization, the work of our
committees, and what it means to be a Presbyterian. Most people who come to these
classes have been attending our church for several months.

Maryke Drenthe and Sarah Mostow met with Session on Sunday, October 24th, and
were received into membership during the worship service. 

We also recognized the people who had joined online in 2020 and welcomed them in
person. All of the people honored received flowers and membership certificates. 

Thank you to Sandy Bond for taking pictures of all our new members! 

All of our class participants have told us that they have felt very welcomed at our
church. Thank you all for reaching out to newcomers. It can be difficult for people to
come to an unfamiliar church and it makes it so much easier when people are friendly!
Our committee currently includes Mae Hultin, Jean Hrbek, Carol Ullo and Lois Levine.
We warmly welcome anyone who wishes to join our group.

M E M B E R S H I P  C O M M I T T E E

2020 Joining Members
Erica McFaul Erwin

Jennifer Richmond & Mark Robinson
Patricia Stein

Jane-Marie Wright
Marie Zupka-Ludder

Tom Schulz (in memoriam)

2021 Joining Members
Maryke Drenthe
Sarah Mostow
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Dear Church Family,

This year our campaign theme is a response to Paul’s call for us to be the “hands and feet” of
Christ (Ephesians 4:16); a theme that is consistent with who we are as a Matthew 25 church. The
structural changes that began in 2020 imposed on the world by disease and hate remind us that
we are all in this together, and call us to work together as one in love. God’s kingdom is one
where we recognize our connectedness, and our differences, that are both so crucial to living well. 

A pandemic reminds us that risks are not independent, and the actions we choose to take affect
not only ourselves and those we love, but our neighbors as well.  We at Setauket Presbyterian
Church have worked hard to be the hands and feet of Christ. We continue to diligently monitor
health guidelines while pushing forward all of our ministries that include, but are not limited to,
worship and music. We managed to improve access to our building and educate our
congregation. We continue to engage in peace and justice activism to overcome the fear and hate
that divides us. We balance our books and welcome new members. We think strategically with
positive energy at our future. It took more time, and there were greater challenges, but we
continue our work for God and for each other. None of this is possible without you all, us, our
church family. 
           
We look forward to another year of sharing the special gifts of our church family. You can pledge
online by visiting our website and by selecting general giving and the frequency by which you
will make this offering. You can use the phone app as well.

 We look forward to seeing you at the Stewardship Cupcake Pledge Meeting on October 31 during
fellowship hour. We will celebrate in gratitude the following Sunday.
 
As always, a great big “Thank You” for all that you give of your time, talent, and treasures. We
pray for each and every one of you, as you discern your personal call to give in the coming year. 
In God’s Service,

The Stewardship Committee
Chairs: Deb Dwyer and Mike Tucci
Members: Robert McCarthy, 
Jamie Moore, Sheila Towers
Finance Secretary: Jean Hrbek
And possibly: You
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Advent is coming – There are many plans in the making for a meaningful Advent
Season. Keep posted for upcoming events and services.

Music - Although we still cannot have a choir due to COVID restrictions, we have had a busy
season. The biggest news is that the beautiful organ is completed, and will enhance our services
many years into the future. The livestreaming equipment is finally in place and is working well.
The Bell Choir has begun rehearsal and plans on providing lovely support for our live services.

Bell Choir is actively seeking new members. You do not need to read music to participate. 
There is plenty of support in this group. The rehearsals are held on Friday nights at 7:15PM. 
Please contact Noby Ishida if you are interested. 

Live Streaming Support – In High school, did you yearn to be on the AV squad? Well,
if you didn’t get there, now is the time to complete your bucket list. Worship and Music is
actively seeking volunteers to be trained in using the system. It is fairly easy, but the
equipment does need assistance of human volunteers to monitor the system. 

If you are interested in this opportunity, please contact Arlene Rogers by email –
Canarsie99@gmail.com. Training will be set up shortly, at your convenience. Adults and teenagers
are welcome. For the teenagers, it might even be an opportunity to earn community service
credit from your school. Once a person is trained, they will be asked to volunteer much the same
as we do for the Worship Assistants via – Sign Up Genius.

W O R S H I P  &  M U S I C
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H E  W H O  S I N G S ,  P R A Y S  T W I C E

- S t .  A u g u s t i n e



Peace and Global Witness Offering: There are Afghani asylum seekers
arriving here on Long Island and we will be helping them through our
offerings.

P E A C E  &  J U S T I C E  C O M M I T T E E
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Cuba Partnership: Did you know that the Setauket Presbyterian
Church has a sister church in San Antonio de los Banos, Cuba and we
have been a part of their ministry for many years. There will be a
focus on this wonderful ministry in the upcoming months. We hope
to see many new faces. Wouldn’t it be great to take a mission trip to
Cuba? Look for upcoming events!

Bread For the World: The offering of letters will be offered
virtually. These are usually in person letter writings, as well as a
bread sale. Since COVID is still on our heels, the alternative will
be offered.

Coat Drive for ODE : Peace and Justice has partnered with Open Door
Exchange and will collect gently used/new coats, as well as hats, scarves
and gloves. This collection will begin on November 28th and end on
December 17th. They will be distributed at soup kitchen and ODE.

Christmas Joy Offering will be collected during the
Advent/Christmas season.

If you are a proud parent or relative of an LGBTIQ person you
might want to join our group. This group meets bi-monthly on
Thursdays. Open meetings are October 21st, November 4th and
November 18th in the Fellowship Hall. You may just show up.
For more information email: nscounsel2@aol.com.



What a simple gift it has been! Worshipping collectively in the sanctuary, while knowing friends
are also joining online, experiencing the recent stream of baptisms, and almost feeling that
tender extra touch Kate gently gives as she lays hands and holy water in the name of the...

                  Father,                                                the Son,                                 and the Holy Spirit. 

Peeking in the Toddler room and really grateful for the wipe
down Ryan gives it every Sunday morning before it gets busy.
The bustle of greetings, the exchanges over coffee and
fellowship. These are the boosters of spirituality!

Sneakily observing church school held in our refreshed downstairs classroom. 
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S P I R I T U A L  F O R M A T I O N



Some dates for Youth/ Conf. parents to keep in mind- 11/21 Confirmation Class visits the
Food Pantry at Grace Presbyterian, 12/20- Youth Group will be at ODE!

As the leaves are crunching underfoot, and wake-ups are chillier we turn to All Saints Day, and
Thanksgiving and thinking and planning our Christmas pageant. Stay tuned for notices related
to those things and as always- suggestions are always welcome.

Youth have been engaging Mondays in dinner and discussion... 

*for translation, please reach out to a youth! Lol!

Confirmation has had its first lesson with Pastor
Ashley, and it's lovely to have the ConCave abuzz
with the jocular yet meaningful learning dynamic
that can only come while seeking your faith.
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S P I R I T U A L  F O R M A T I O N  C O N T ' D

*

One of our trusty and hard-working deacons.



Director of Spiritual Formation: 
Heidi Parles 

Toddler through 6th Grade Sunday School Teachers and Assistants: 
Pat McCumber 

Ali Nicklas 
Beth Senf 

Ryan Dorfman 
Jennie Sucilsky, Substitute 

   Confirmation Leaders:                                                                Youth Group Leaders: 
   Heidi Parles                                                                                    Heidi Parles 
   Ashley McFaul-Erwin                                                                    Stuart Campbell 
   Kate Jones Calone                                                                         Lynne Campbell, Substitute
   Stuart Campbell                                          

Children’s Choir Director: 
Lauren Ishida 

 
Children’s Librarian: 

Jan Kavazanjian 

Christian Education Committee Members: 
            Heidi Parles, Spiritual Director                                            Joellen McNamara 
            Lynne Campbell, Treasurer                                                  Jennifer Richmond 
            Jan Kavazanjian, Chair                                              Pat Siegal, Session Representative

C H R I S T I A N  E D U C A T I O N  C O M M I T T E E
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of

heaven belongs to such as these.” 
Matthew 19:14 
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In November, our Sunday Morning classes will
focus on food! Join us at 10:45am in the Martha
Jayne Room or on Zoom.  On November 7th
and 14th, we’ll explore a study called Biblical
Diet: The Ethics of Food Production &
Consumption that examines contemporary
food practices in light of food's role in some of
the Bible's early stories. We’ll explore the
ethical issues of food production and
distribution in today's world, both in crop
agriculture and animal farming.  Then, on
November 21st guest speaker Ann Pellegrino,
President of Bethel Hobbs Community Farm in
Centereach, will talk to us about the farm’s
history and mission.  In the 1990s the Hobbs
family left the farm property to the Bethel AME
Church in Setauket.  Its cooperative gardening
project continues to grow and be a resource to
the community.  The Farm’s vision is to restore
the land to its original use, create a permanent
retreat & education center on site, and honor
the Hobbs Family legacy.  

As we journey through Advent, our Sunday
morning classes will focus on scripture.  On
December 5th Pastor Ashley will lead us
through a study of the stories of Christmas.
Then the following Sunday, we’ll meet with
Professor Amy-Jill Levine through Zoom to
continue that discussion.  Dr. Levine is a
renowned scholar of religion and a leader in
the study of the New Testament who was
recently appointed as a professor at Hartford
Seminary. She is the author of over 30 books,
including books for children (and was one of
Pastor Ashley’s professors while she was in
seminary!).

In the new year, our Sunday morning classes
begin with a study called Testimony:
Vocabulary of Faith.  We’ll hear a variety of
perspectives as we reflect on readings from
the Bible to help us remember, reclaim and
rearticulate what we believe about who God is
and who we are so our lives embody the love
and grace of Jesus Christ.

We’re always happy to have new members join
the committee, hear ideas for programs, and
welcome program leaders.  And, of course, all
our welcome to any of Adult Ed’s offerings!

It’s been a joy to hold our programs in person
once again! We look forward to further
deepening our faith and our connection to one
another as we move through fall and into
winter. 

All are welcome as Martha Porter leads a
meaningful weekly Bible Study on Tuesday
mornings at 10:00am in the Parlor (or zoom!).
There’s always lively discussion as connections
between the stories of the Bible and our
contemporary times are made.  One book is
focused on at a time, alternating between the
Old and New Testament. 
 
The monthly Book Group gives us the chance
to delve into literature that gets us talking!
Join us in the Parlor at 7pm on November 18th
to discuss Book Woman of Troublesome Creek
by Kim Michele Richardson, and on December
16 to discuss After A Long Silence by Helen
Fremont, and on January 27 to discuss I Miss
You When I Blink by Mary Laura Philpott
Stuart. 
 
Small Groups continue to foster relationships
and connections.  A new group is now forming
- or should we say a new old small group is
forming...the Fishes (a complementary group
to the Loaves) is in the offing. Much like the
Loaves, the Fishes would gather regularly with
the intention of getting to know one another
on a more personal level by means of
meaningful conversation and group support in
an informal setting. The Fishes will start off
meeting Mondays twice a month. Please let
Heidi Parles know if you are interested by
emailing her at...  
heidi.parles@setauketpresbyterian.org. 

A D U L T  E D U C A T I O N

 

Greetings from Adult Education!
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BOOK GROUP

UPCOMING BOOKS!

After Long Silence: A

Memoir by Helen

Fremont

I Miss You When I Blink:

Essays by Mary Laura

Philpott

A Woman of No

Importance by Sonia

Purnell

 

 

Dec. 16

 

 

 

Jan. 27

 

 

 

Feb. 24



"From our table to yours, we hope your 
Thanksgiving is egg-stra special!"
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F O U N D E R S  C I R C L E

This year our study guide is entitled What My Grandmother Taught Me: Learning from the
Women Intimately Connected with Jesus and His Life and Ministry.  We are relearning that
God has always worked through the lives of ordinary women and men, with all their faults
and failings. As we study the stories from the past, we are expectant about our future. Our
next meetings will be November 11, December 9, and January 13 at 11 o'clock in the Martha
Jayne room. Everyone is welcome!

At our December 9th meeting, in addition to the lesson, we will be making Holiday
arrangements to help support programs in the church that we will sell the following Sunday,
December 12 after the service. We can always use extra hands for this activity so please
think about joining us! If you have any questions, please contact Arlene Rogers
(arleners@optonline.net) or Carol Ullo (cjsullo@hotmail.com).

The Fellowship Committee thanks all who attended our outdoor summer movies and helped us
raise $165 for the Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church Scholarship Fund!

We were happy to help provide swag bags full of goodies for the Organ Dedication on October 16!

We are looking forward to setting up the Nativity Scene and our annual Christmas tree decorating
and lighting!   Please check your emails and bulletins for dates to be determined!

 
Respectfully submitted by The Fellowship Committee

Yours in Christ,
Mary Sansone, Sheila Towers, Carol Ullo, Alice Leser, Sandy Roth, Pam Crum, Pat McCumber, Ruth

Nicklas, Arlene Rogers, Barbara Ariola
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F E L L O W S H I P  C O M M I T T E E
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O P E N  D O O R  E X C H A N G E

ODE clients can receive 50% off purchases of housewares and other items at their
thrift store. We hope this partnership is the start of many more collaborative

efforts to service our clients.

It has been a busy few months at the ODE warehouse. Our volunteers, as always, have welcomed
guests, moved furniture, cleaned, enjoyed time together, and even consumed the occasional donut!
We always welcome new volunteers and would be happy for you to join the team. 

In September we held an Open House at the warehouse. This gave us the opportunity to invite
community members into our space and share the ODE story. We were grateful for returning guests,
and it was exciting to welcome some people to the warehouse for the very first time! During
September we also met a family who recently relocated to the United States from Haiti. They asked if
we would partner with them to collect toys to send back to a music program near their home in
Haiti. Thank you to everyone who helped with this effort! A new initiative that began in September is
a partnership with the St Gerard Majella Thrift Store.

We have a busy few months ahead! This winter our fundraising letter will be mailed out to our
supporters. We are deeply grateful for the many contributions to this ministry that have come from
members of SPC. As part of our fundraising campaign, we would like to share quotes from current or
former donors. If you feel moved, please email Pastor Ashley an answer to this question, "Why do you
financially support ODE?" Please indicate whether you would like your name to be included or for the
quote to be anonymous: ashley.mcfaul-erwin@setauketpresbyterian.org.

On November 20th we are having a special drop off day at the ODE warehouse for holiday
decorations, so if you have any you would like to share, please visit us that day. We will be accepting
donations from 10am-12pm at Building G, 200 Wilson St., Port Jefferson Station. Please call 631-743-
0633 if you can't find us! Our mattress fundraising team will also have more information coming soon
about how you can give the gift of a good night's sleep to our neighbors this year. 

In 18+ months of a pandemic that has brought many challenges, ODE has continued to safely serve
our community. We stayed closed for the first 6 weeks of 2021, but since then we have been
furnishing homes and furnishing hope. From mid-February to mid-October 2021 785 pieces of
furniture have found their way to new homes across Long Island and beyond. Thank you for your
dedication to this ministry! 
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After worship during Advent.
More information will follow

in your email in the coming
weeks.

setauketpresbyterian.org
SPC Giving Page

Call Ashley:
631-941-4271, ext. 12

or email
ashley.mcfaul-erwin@

setauketpresbyterian.org



Maureen’s Haven 
 

This November our congregation will embark on a new way of serving our
neighbors and meeting Jesus. Each Sunday evening, beginning on November
14th through March, we will be hosting up to 15 women in the Fellowship Hall
who are experiencing homelessness as part of Maureen’s Haven Winter Shelter
program. Our team of volunteers (which could be you!) will prepare the
Fellowship Hall for sleeping and eating, prepare and serve dinner and breakfast,
and provide a bagged lunch to our guests. There will be a variety of ways to be
involved with this ministry - you could be there every Sunday or come once or
twice in the season! All volunteers and guests must be fully vaccinated against
Covid-19 or provide proof of a negative Covid-19 test weekly. 

 
We are grateful to Maureen’s Haven for the invitation to join them in this
ministry. They have been running an emergency winter shelter on the East End
of Long Island for over a decade and over 50 congregations have hosted. We
are excited to be part of this team and look forward to ways this will enrich our
congregational life. 

 
Beth Senf, Lois Wittmann, Lynn Campbell, and Sheila Towers 

SPC Maureen’s Haven Coordinators
 

PSALMS 4 :8

I will both lie down
and sleep in peace;
for you alone, O

Lord, make me lie
down in safety.

MATTHEW 1 1 :28

 Come to me, all youthat are weary andare carrying heavyburdens, and I willgive you rest.
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Emergency Assistance Fund
 

On March 25th, 2020 following conversations with the Deacons, Peace and Justice
committee, and the Stewardship committee, SPC's Session approved the establishment
of an "Emergency Assistance Fund." The purpose of the fund is to provide immediate,
short term assistance to individuals/families impacted by disruption related to the
Covid-19 pandemic and to support the Grace Presbyterian Food Pantry. To date we
have helped over 100 families/individuals and in the early days of the pandemic
provided bulk orders of food to the Grace Presbyterian Food Pantry. The support has
ranged from rent assistance, clothing purchases, food gift cards, and purchasing
diapers and formula for many families. Your support of this fund has continued to be
strong and as of October 2021 there is over $13,000 in the fund. This money will
continue to support community members on an as needed basis. The fund will also
support the new Maureen’s Haven ministry. Thank you for your continued generosity! 
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S P C  M I S S I O N  P R O J E C T

It's Turkey Season
SPC's Resident Turkey made an
appearance to remind everyone

that we are collecting Thanksgiving
Food Boxes that will be distributed
to local non-profits. Please bring
your donations to SPC by 2pm on

November 16th.



S E T A U K E T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  P R E - S C H O O L

 
Setauket Presbyterian Preschool is so thankful to have filled all of our classes for
the 2021-2022 school year! We have been busy learning, playing, and exploring
together, creating wonderful memories along the way. Our preschool families
celebrated autumn with our annual field trip to Benner’s Farm. As winter
approaches, our families will once again participate in decorating a Christmas tree
in Stony Brook Village. The new year reminds us to reflect on all that we are
thankful for; it also allows us to plan and look ahead. SPP will soon be registering
students for the 2022-2023 school year. Please spread the word and contact us for
more information :)
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The Christmas Joy Offering has been a Presbyterian tradition since 1936. The Offering
distributes gifts equally to the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions to provide
financial support to church workers and their families and to Presbyterian-related
schools and colleges equipping communities of color to provide education and
leadership development, while nurturing racial and ethnic heritage. Our gifts bring our
support and the reassurance of “God with us” to all who need and receive these gifts.

For church workers and their families, the Joy Offering provides income supplements
and medical support to retired and current clergy and to church workers and their
families with needs beyond the scope of their Benefits Plan.

For deserving students who feel called by God to serve the church, but are unable to
afford tuition and expenses, the Joy Offering helps them receive scholarships so they
can attend colleges and schools like Stillman College in Tuscaloosa AL and Johnson C.
Smith in Charlotte, NC. There they are equipped to fully excel and feel gratitude for
God’s gifts given by Presbyterian brothers and sisters across the U.S.

Our congregation does not keep any of the gifts offered. All funds go directly to the
Board of Pensions Assistance Program and toward scholarships that equip
communities of color with education and leadership skills. 

These gifts will be dedicated in the church service in December. To donate by check at
any time, indicate ‘Christmas Joy Offering’ on the memo line. To donate on line, enter
the amount in the space after ‘SPC other (specify)’ and enter ‘Christmas Joy Offering’ in
Notes on the Donation Summary Page.

During this Advent and Christmas season, thank you for your generous support! 

 

C H R I S T M A S  J O Y  O F F E R I N G  2 0 2 1
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Jesus Christ
C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E  G I F T  O F

S U P P O R T I N G  P A S T  P R E S E N T  A N D  F U T U R E  L E A D E R S



Save the Date
 November 7 Gratitude Sunday

November 16 Thanksgiving Collection Boxes due by 2pm
November 21 Annual Fire Drill
November 23 Community Interfaith Thanksgiving Service at 7pm online
November 25 & 26 Office Closed (Thanksgiving Holiday)
December 24 Office Closed (Christmas Eve)
December 31 Office Closed (New Years Day Observed)
January 7 Annual Reports Are Due
January 17 Office Closed (MLK Day)
January 30 Annual Congregation Meeting

Please check the church calendar or the weekly e-blast for the most
up-to-date information on events, activities and meetings! 

R E P O R T  F R O M  S E S S I O N
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The Session meet in person for the first time since the pandemic began. They were so happy for this long awaited moment!

approved five baptisms, received two new members
received reports of three deaths and memorial services 
approved the education programs and teachers, advent plans, recitals, organ dedication
approved a new discussion group, now called Proud Parents
struggled with the response to the continuing pandemic risk; approving very limited
indoor eating: Groups of up to 25 people can eat together indoors in the Fellowship Hall,
if all individuals are vaccinated or have had a negative COVID test in the past week.
approved the Peace and Global Witness special offering local use for Afghan refugee
resettlement
met in person and ratified the online work done since March, 2020 
discussed the Congregational Covenant

From the Elders session meetings:



Interview QuestionsChurch School Leaders

Who are the Church School

Teachers?

 

Read on to learn more about

each of them! 

1. If you were competing in an Olympic event,

what would it be?

2. If you could personify an inanimate object

of the church, what would you be and why?

3. Tell us a fun fact about you!
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1) The Olympic event I would compete in would be
walking. I’m not known for my athletic abilities, but
I really enjoy my Fitbit and the “fireworks” I see
when I’ve reached my 10,000 steps. I wouldn’t get
the gold, but I’d enjoy what I was doing!

2) I would be the chandelier. I’d like to be a source
of light, and see and hear everything happening
below at the same time!

3) Fun fact: I have 12 grandchildren who keep me
busy and fill me with love and awe. 
Have a great day!

- P A T  M C C U M B E R  

1) Rowing, this sport takes a lot of strength and
teamwork

2) The fire rope hanging in the Toddler Room
because I enjoy hanging out with the little ones as
well as providing a safe space. 

3) A fun fact about me: I have been to Hawaii 5
times and cannot wait to go back! 

- R Y A N  D O R F M A N  



Meet Our Church School Leaders
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1) My Olympic event would be hiking, or sledding, I'm not particularly athletic, but I love being
outdoors and I find hiking relaxing. As a child I loved sledding. The official Olympic event I would love
to be in, is gymnastics. I find it so hypnotizing, watching the female gymnasts show amazing
demonstrations of skill, strength and grace, an incredible example of the power of the body.

2) I would be the Sunday school room. The classroom is where I learned so much as a child. When I
was little I saw how a small donation could help others, I learned about kindness and that the most
important part of our faith is love. Now as an adult I get to fulfill a dream of teaching the children, I
get to share my love of helping others with them, create fun arts and crafts for them. It's so special to
watch the children growing up, I love the way they think, and I want to be a part of a safe space for
them to be themselves and to take in the world in their own ways, helping to teach young people to
be kind, love, and help others. The new church school room has me especially excited! I love the
decorations Heidi is adding, and the fun ideas she brings to the space. It's nice to have our own
dedicated classroom that we can decorate as we wish, and fill with things the children create!

3) I'm autistic, I was originally diagnosed with Asperger's syndrome when I was in elementary school.
At church and while helping others I learned how my brain can be a super power. My personality,
who I am, how I think is because of autism. This is part of why I love helping others, why I can be
powerful when I speak from the heart. My experiences as an autistic child influence me as I work
with the children, understanding that everyone learns in their own way, wanting each child to have a
safe space, being mindful that a child doesn't have to talk to show they are listening, and much more.
As an adult, finding communities online for autism, I have learned more about myself, and the autism
community, as well as how to help and support other neurodivergent people.

- A L I  N I C K L A S



Meet Our Church School Leaders

1) I would be participating in a brand new event
called “bedtime relay”. You run through each
bedtime station (bath, pjs, brushing and flossing
teeth, etc) and whoever can get the most kids
through during the relay is the winner. I think I am
a strong candidate for a gold medal.

2) I would like to be the coffee pot. Functional,
with a capacity to energize a lot of people. Plus I
would have easy access to as much coffee as I
need to get me through my day

3) A fun fact about me is that I have a sulcata
tortoise named Miss Penelope. She is turning 10
this year so she is still growing but when she is full
grown she could weigh up to 100 hundred pounds.
She is a beloved family pet which is a good thing
since these tortoises live a very long time and she
will likely be passed down to my children!

- J E N N I E  S U C I L S K Y

1) Figure skating! Even though I have
no ice skating talent, it's one of my
favorite events to watch.

2) I would personify a hymnal. Music is
one of the things I love most about
church services.

3) I am the oldest of 5. My siblings and
I all live on Long Island where we grew
up. 

- B E T H  S E N F  
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Before 
You Go
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 "Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give
to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be

troubled and do not be afraid." John 14:27

The Presbyterian Outlook  
2021 Advent Devotional is available on Nov. 8
for purchase and download on their website. 

https://pres-outlook.org/2021/09/2021-
advent-devotions-night-watch/

 
The devotional is described as,

"exploring biblical happenings that occur at
night – visions, angel visits, prisoners set free
– we will move through this Advent season as
watchful disciples, keeping vigil for the One
who is promised to arrive like a thief in the

night."





Setauket Presbyterian Church
5 Caroline Ave
Setauket, NY 11733

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Non-Profit 
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Setauket, NY 
Permit No. 6

To view the Steeple News in color, 
visit our website or 

download from the SPC App.

Steeple News
Setauket Presbyterian Church


